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As we begin our celebration of National Nurses Week, I want to thank each of you for the contributions you make every day to the profession of nursing.  I especially want to thank you for the impact you have on the lives of America’s Sons and Daughters.  You truly embody this year’s theme:  Nurses:  Advocating-Leading-Caring!  
At 2.9 million strong, you are a vital part of not only the largest group of health care professionals in America but also the most trusted.  Nurses have once again topped Gallup’s professional honesty and ethics poll and have done so every year but one since 1999 when nurses were first added to the poll…and with professionals like each of you; it’s easy to see why.  Our Army Nursing Team: Nurse Corps Officers, Civilian Nurses, and Soldier Medics truly exemplifies the best of the profession, and shares equally in the recognition and appreciation that this week brings. 


 Although May 6th is your “official” day, we celebrate your importance EVERY day of the year!  From our staff nurses to our nursing educators to our  Advanced Practice RN’s, your professionalism, dedication to excellence and continued focus are only a few of the things that make the Nurse Corps (and the AMEDD) the absolute best place to work in the Army!  Your “boots on the ground” in so many places around the world, to include Iraq and Afghanistan have made a huge impact in the lives you saved, as well as the ones you touched through your actions, deeds and compassionate care.  Your role is an important one…and essential to our success!   

As Army Medicine transforms from a healthcare system to a system of health, nurses will lead the way by ensuring that our beneficiaries are “managing their white space so that they can best benefit from their life space”.  
Our uniformed servicemen and women, their families and veterans, alike, depend on your advocacy, compassion and expertise…not only during their times of greatest need…but also to provide them with preventive measures to keep them and their loved ones healthy for years to come!      
 
 

 Never forget who we are and what we do ... we are nurses privileged to care for those who protect America’s freedom.  Your professionalism, hard work, continued focus and selfless-service does not go unnoticed.  As a soldier, mother, and wife, I am proud of all you do for those we serve.  Thank you for being part of the medical team…and most importantly, thank you for choosing to be a Nurse!   

Happy Nurses Week!  
