Recipients of this year’s Bovard Award hail from Madigan
by LTC Mark Reynolds, WRMC, Clinical Operations

Last month, the 54th Annual Evangeline G. Bovard Award Ceremony for the Western Regional Medical Command was held in conjunction with the 111th Army Nurse Corps birthday celebration at the McChord Co-Located Club, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., Feb. 9.
  The Bovard Award is a prestigious award that publically acknowledges the outstanding service and professional excellence rendered by a company-grade and a field-grade active duty Army Nurse Corps officer during the preceding calendar year.  It encourages and stimulates competitive excellence among Army nurses assigned to the Western Regional Medical Command.
  The Bovard awardees were selected based on their contributions in five key areas: leadership and management, clinical practice, duties and responsibilities, educational services, research and/or unit contributions/improvements, and professional development.
  A total of 16 nominations were received.  All of the nominees received a Certificate of Appreciation and a WRMC Commander's Star Note.  In addition, the two Bovard Award recipients received an Army Achievement Medal and a check for $500.
  The company-grade Bovard Award winner was Capt. Nathanial Narayana, Chief, Hospital Education, Bassett Army Community Hospital, Fort Wainwright, Alaska.
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  His supervisor, Col. Pearl Kreklau said that Capt. Narayana hit the ground running, grasping the Hospital Education Department, and transformed it into an efficient, well- running machine.  
"The high performance standards that Capt. Narayana sets for himself predicts a promising career for him as a professional nurse and officer," said Kreklau.
Major Shannon Cole, director of Consolidated Education, Madigan Army Medical Center, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., was selected as the field grade Bovard Award winner..  In nominating Maj. Cole, Lt. Col Tracy Baker wrote that "the hallmark of this officer is her ability to articulate complex clinical situations, meticulously evaluate situations and provide an environment to promote confidence for all her students."
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History of the Bovard Award
  Lieutenant Evangeline G. Bovard was an Army Nurse Corps officer whose first duty station was Letterman Army Medical Center in San Francisco.  A year after her death, in 1956, the Evangeline G. Bovard Award was established by her husband, Col. (Ret) Robert Skelton in her memory.  This year marks the 54th time the Bovard award has been presented.  From 1956 to 1992, the award was presented at Letterman Army Medical Center.  After Letterman closed, the family agreed to transfer the Bovard Award to the Western Regional Medical Command and Madigan Army Medical Center.
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